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WARRANT APPOINTING THE COMMISSION. 


Chief Secretary’s Office, 
Dublin Castle. 

BY THE LORD LIEUTENANT-GENERAL AND GENERAL GOVERNOR OF IRELAND. 

CADOGAN. 

Whereas it appears to Us expedient to cause an Inquiry to be made into the subject 
of the system of intermediate Education under the Intermediate Education (Ireland) 
Act, 1878 : 

Now We, George Henry. Earl Cadogan, Lord Lieutenant-General and General 
Governor of Ireland, do hereby nominate and appoint the Members of the Intermediate 
Education Board, that is to say ; — 

The Right Honorable Christopher Palles, ll.d., Lord Chief Baron of the 
Exchequer in Ireland (Chairman), 

The Right Honorable Mr. Justice Madden (Vice-Chairman), 

Tub Reverend George Salmon, d.d., d.c.l., Provost of Trinity College, 

The Right Honorable O’Cosor Don, ii.m.l., ll.d., 

The Reverend W. Todd Martin, d.d., 

David G. Barkley, Esq., ll.d., and 

His Grace the Most Reverend William J. Walsh, d.d., Archbishop of 
Dublin, 

to be Our Commissioners for the purpose aforesaid, that is to say to inquire into and 
report upon the system of Intermediate Education in Ireland, as established by the 
Intermediate Education (Ireland) Act, 1878, and into its practical working. Also as to 
whether an\ r reforms or alterations of the present system are desirable, and, if so, 
whether further legislation is necessary for carrying them into effect. 

And for the better effecting the purposes of this Our Commission We do by these 
presents authorize and empower you the aforesaid Commissioners, or any three or more, 
of you to be named by you, to call before you or any three or more of you such persons 
as you may think fit to examine, and by whom you may be the better informed in the 
matter hereby submitted for your consideration and everything connected therewith, 
and generally to inquire of and concerning the premises by all other lawful ways and 
means whatsoever. 

And also to call for and examine such books, documents, papers, writings, or records, 
as you or any three or more of you as aforesaid shall thiuk useful for the purposes of 
the inquiry. 

And We also by these presents authorize and empower you, or any three or more of 
you as aforesaid to visit and personally inspect such places as you or any three or more 
of you may deem expedient lor the purposes aforesaid, and Our pleasure is that you or 
any three or more of you as aforesaid do from time to time ana with all convenient 
speed report to 13 s what you shall find concerning the premises. 

And We further by these presents ordain that this Our Commission shall continue in 
full lorce and virtue, and that you Our Commissioners do from time to time proceed 
in the execution thereof although the same be not continued from time to time by 
adjournment. 


Given at Her Majesty’s Castle of Dublin, this 30th day of May, 1898. 

By His Excellency’s Command, 


J. B. DOUGHERTY. 
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INTERMEDIATE EDUCATION (IRELAND) COMMISSION. 


FIRST REPORT. 


TO HIS EXCELLENCY GEORGE HENRY, EARL CADOGAN, K.G., 

&c., &c., &C., 

LOUD LIEUTENANT-GENERAL AND GENERAL GOVERNOR OF IRELAND. 

Mat it please Your Excellency, 

We, the Commissioners appointed by Your Excellency on the 30th day of May 
last, “ to inquire into and report upon the system of Intermediate Education in Ireland, 
as established by the Intermediate Education (Ireland) Act, 1878, and into its 
practical working ; also as to whether any reforms or alterations of the present system 
are desirable, and if so, whether further legislation is necessary for carrying them into 
effect,” have the honour to submit to Your Excellency this our First Report. 

We thought it necessary to ascertain at the outset of our Inquiry, in an authoritative 
way. any complaints which existed against the system of Intermediate Education as 
established by the Act, or its present administration, and the views of those engaged, 
or interested, in Intermediate Education ia Ireland, as to reforms or alterations of 
the system. 

We accordingly in the first instance issued circular letters, inviting suggestions as to 
such reforms or alterations, together with a schedule of queries, calculated to elicit 
in an exhaustive manner and in systematic order, any reforms or alterations that 
might be suggested. 

Copies of these circular letters, and of the schedule of queries, are contained in 
the Appendix. Nos. I., II., and III. 

These circular letters and schedules were issued early in July last to the following 
persons, viz. : — 

(l.) — The Managers of the 383 Schools who, in the year 1897, received Results 
Fees from the Intermediate Education Board ; 

(2.) — Each of the persons upon the List of FiXaminers published under Rule 6 of 
the Board, who had examined upon any occasion ; 

(3.) — Each of the Archbishops and Bishops of Sees in Ireland, and the 
Moderator of the General Assembly ; 

(4.) — Each of the Members of Parliament for Irish constituencies; 

(5.) — The Lord Mayors and Mayors of cities and towns in Ireland, and the 
Chairmen of Towns Commissioners in Ireland ; 

To certain of the following classes of persons : — 

(8.) — The Fellows, Member's of Council, and Professors of the University of 
Dublin ; 

(7.) — The Senators, Fellows, and Secretaries of the Royal University of Ireland ; 

(8.) — The Presidents, "V ice-Presidents, and Professors of certain Colleges in 
Ireland, including the three Queen’s Colleges and the College of Maynooth ; 

9.) — Members of certain Education Boards, or of Commissions in relation to 
Education in Ireland, and the Heads of certain Teaching Religious Orders in 
Ireland ; 

(10.) — Teachers; 

And to certain other persons connected with or interested in Education. 

The names of these persons are mentioned in the Appendix, No. IX. They 
amount in number to 958. 
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We also issued advertisements in the principal newspapers in Ireland, whether 
metropolitan or local, giving notice that we were desirous of receiving and considering 
the views and suggestions of those who had experience in Intermediate Education or 
took an interest in it, and who desired to give information to the Commission, but 
who had not received schedules, and stating that they could receive such schedules 
from the Secretary of the Commission. Seventy-one persons availed themselves of this 
invitation, aud received schedules accordingly. 

As the Examination of Witnesses could not usefully be commenced until the 
suggestions sought by the queries had been obtained from as many as were willing to 
afford the information ,* we requested answers to the queries to be sent in to us not 
later than the a 1 st of August last. 

Shortly after these circulars had been issued, numerous applications were received by 
us from the Heads of Intermediate Schools, pointing out the difliculty of satisfactorily 
answering the queries without consultation with members of their staffs and others, 
which could not be had until after the schools had re-opened iu September ; and 
consequently requesting that the time allowed for returning answers to the questions 
might be extended until the 31st October last. We thought the reasons advanced for 
these requests were sufficient ; and accordingly, by a Resolution of the 30th of July, we 
extended the time, as requested, to the 31st of October. 

The circular giving notice of this extension is printed in the Appendix, No. VIII. 

Within the time thus extended, we received answers from 2^0 of the persons to whom 
schedules of queries had been issued in the first instance and from 21 of the persons 
who had subsequently applied for schedules. All of these answers are printed in the 
Appendix, No. a I. 

In further proceeding with our Inquiry, we intend to examine witnesses, viva voce, 
for which purpose it will he useful that they should have an opportunity of considering 
the answers already received. 

We, therefore, deem it expedient that these answers should be made public, and we 
accordingly lay them before your Excellency. 

All which we submit for your Excellency’s consideration, as our First Report, the 
22nd of December, 1898. 


C. PALLES. 

D. H. MADDEN. 

GEO. SALMON. 

O’CONOR DON. 

W. TODD MARTIN. 

D. G. BARKLEY. 

* WILLIAM J. WALSH, 

Archbishop of Dublin. 


•JAMES DERMOT DALY, 
Secretary. 
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Chief Secretary’s Office, 
Dublin Castle, 

28 th December, 1898. 


Sir, 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 23rd instant* 
transmitting, for submission to His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, the First 
Report of the Intermediate Education (Ireland) Commission. 


I am, 

Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

J. B. DOUGHERTY. 


The Secretary, 

Intermediate Education 
(Ireland) Commission, 

42^, Great Brunswick-street, 
Dublin. 
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